
a c a d e m y

Bold indicates new classes. *Class meets after school day.  **Class meets during and after school day. Descriptions of credit classes on back.

Call Loraine Cowe, Fine Arts Coordinator,
Battle Creek Public Schools at 965-9645
Lcowe@battle-creek.k12.mi.us

Battle Creek Central High School

Arts
*

*

**

F i n e

Arts & Communications 
Career Pathway

2003-2004 Course Offerings

A Cappella Choir
Acting

Advanced Placement Studio
Ballet

Bearcat Chorale
Blue & Gold Chorale

Ceramics
Computer Aided Graphic Design

Computer Animation
Concert Band

Debate 
Design

Digital eXpression
Drawing

Exploring Cinematography
Exploring Dance

Fiber Arts/Mixed Media
Film & Video Production

Forensics
High School Orchestra

Jazz Dance
Jazz Band

Jewelry
Marching Band

Music for Life
Musical Theater

Painting
Piano Lab

Printmaking
Sculpture

Stagecraft
Symphonic Band

Symphony Orchestra
Wind Ensemble

Writing through the Arts

Open to ALL students.
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A CAPPELLA CHOIR (Mixed Choir):This is
a select choir designed to offer performance,
creative, and evaluative opportunities for
musically experienced students.

ACTING: Dramatic literature is the core 
of this class. Students will study a variety of
exercises, perform pantomimes and improvi-
sations, and develop a methodology for
characterization and memorization. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO: 
This program makes it possible for highly
motivated high school students to do
college-level work. Students are asked to
submit a portfolio of work for evaluation
at the end of the course. 

BALLET: Students will learn the clarity of
movement, accuracy, and execution of
performance techniques unique to ballet.
Students will have an understanding of 
the aesthetics of dance.  

BLUE/GOLD CHORALE (Mixed Choir): 
This choir is designed to offer performance,
creative, and evaluative opportunities and is
open to all students.  

CERAMICS: Students study how the
natural properties of clay affect its use as
an expressive medium. The pinch, coil, and
slab construction techniques will be introduced

COMPUTER AIDED GRAPHIC DESIGN:
Basic design fundamentals will be taught
within a graphic design context, using com-
puter-generated imagery, problem solving
through typographic imaging, and the union
of text and images.

COMPUTER ANIMATION: An introductory
course in computer animation. This course
explores storyboarding, scene layout, char-
acter design and the development of story
lines to produce short animation clips.

CONCERT BAND: This class is designed
to meet basic needs for the student and
development of individual/ensemble performing
and listening skills.  

DEBATE: Debate includes the theory and
application of oral argumentation. Students
will learn formal briefing, composition, 
delivery, use of logic, and application of 
evidence. 

DESIGN: Emphasis will be placed on devel-
oping awareness in the use of the elements
and principles of design. It includes instruc-
tion in the preparation of printable art, 
illustration, and computer graphics. 

DIGITAL EXPRESSION:
Students will learn to express one’s creativity
through the use of  digital media.Topics to
be covered include: email, digital stilll
photography, video production, computer
art programs and web page design.

DRAWING: The major emphasis will be on
the studio aspects of drawing.  Drawing units
will include: contour, gesture, portrait, linear
perspective, negative space, shading, multi-
media, and art history.  

EXPLORING CINEMATOGRAPHY: Studying
cinematography (film) students will link film, 
literature, and writing. Students will have an
understanding of the film’s type, style, and 
form and will criticize and analyze work.

EXPLORING DANCE: Students will learn
basic dance techniques, choreography, and
movement. Concentration will be on relax-
ation, body awareness, alignment, costuming,
make up design, lighting, and stage
performance.

FIBER ARTS / MIXED MEDIA: A multi-cul-
tural approach will be emphasized. Craft
areas such as weaving, macrame, bargello,
paper-making, mask-making, calligraphy,
and tile-making may be covered.

FILM & VIDEO PRODUCTION:This course
will provide students with a  basic under-
standing behind video production as an
information medium. Students will learn
editing skills and a variety of video and film
formats through student productions.

FORENSICS: Forensics is designed for the
student who is interested in competitive
speaking. Emphasis is placed on individual
speaking styles

HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA: This orches-
tra focuses on building solid musicianship.
The student will develop technical skills and
achievement in the areas of tone quality,
rhythm, bowing, finger, finger patterns,
scales, ear training, music reading, vocabu-
lary, music theory, and music history.   

JAZZ DANCE: Students will learn the tech-
nique, positioning, style and form unique to
jazz dance and the history of jazz dance,
beginning with its inception in the 1800's in
America to its use today.

JEWELRY: Emphasis is on the design and
construction of original jewelry, the under-
standing and mastery of cutting, filing, sand-
ing, shaping, soldering, casting, etching, 
finishing and pattern making will be stressed.  

MARCHING BAND: Students will expand
both their psychomotor skills and cognitive
skills by combining coordination of marching
and playing music simultaneously. All
Marching Band performances and extra-cur-
ricular rehearsals are required.

MUSIC FOR LIFE: This is a non-perform-
ance music class. Students will study music
from various cultures while following an his-
torical timeline. Students will learn to critique
and analyze music forms, styles, and genre.

MUSICAL THEATER: Students will partici-
pate in cabarets, musicals, and follies while
they  learn acting techniques, mime, and
their theater games.  Scene work, costumes,
props, set production, and stage production
will be part of the class.  

PAINTING: Students will develop skill and
originality through experimentation with tem-
pera, crayon, watercolor, acrylics, and
pastels in still-lifes, landscapes, and portraits.

PIANO LAB: This course focuses on the
development of the ability to enjoy music as
a performer and an active listener. Each stu-
dent will learn appropriate technical skills,
including piano technique, music theory, ear
training, and sight reading.

PRINTMAKING: Students will work with
varied techniques and composition related
to the fundamental forms of printmaking.
Wood and linoleum cutting, etching,
embossing and other various relief engraving
techniques may be used.  

SCULPTURE: Students will begin with basic
experiences in three-dimensional form using
a variety of materials, such as clay and plas-
ter, wire, etc. construction processes and
craftsmanship.  

STAGECRAFT: Dramatic literature is the
core of this class. This class works on set
design, construction, lighting, costumes, make-
up and publicity for school-wide, public
performances. 

SYMPHONIC BAND: This class is designed
to have students expand and refine their
individual performance and listening skills. 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: This class is
designed to offer the musically talented, highly
interested, and dedicated student opportunities
to perform, create, and listen to music with
understanding. 

WIND ENSEMBLE: This class is designed
to lead the musically talented students to
expand those skills in ensemble perfor
ance, cognitive skills including dictation,
chord identifications, and historical charac-
teristics of musical periods and their 
composers.  

WRITING THROUGH THE ARTS:
Studying the famous works of artists and
musicians, students will emphasize the writing
process. “The Masters” will be an inspiration
for reading and writing.

Please see syllabus for a complete class 
description, or call Loraine Cowe, Fine
Arts Coordinator, Battle Creek Public 

Schools at 965-9645, or email 
lcowe@battle-creek.k12.mi.us
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